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a. 


MAT @ Meeting of the Fretholders and other Inhabitants of the 
a9 Town of Boston, duly affembled at Fanevil-Hall, and held by 
Aas Adjournment at the Old-Brick Meeting-Houfe on Wedne/day. 
eS the Fifth of ‘Marcu, Apsno Domini, 1777. 


Sa PON a Motion made, Voted Unanimeufly, That the Thanks. 
e Se of the Town be and hereby are given to BENJAMIN 
4 ' Hicusorn, Efg; forthe /pirited Oration delivered by -him at- 
: ; their Régueft, mr Commemoration of the horrid Maflacre per- 


petrated on the Evening ofthe 5th of March, 1770, by a 
oe ~ Party of Soldiers of the XXIXth Regiment,under theCommand. 
 @f Capt. Thomas Prefton, and that = © ~ 


a Eos —— Fonathan Willams, Efa: 
a : Mr. Ellis. Gray,. i. 
a  Fchw Brown, Efq;. 
Hon. Fhomas Cufhing, Elo; 
Col. Henry Fackfon,. 


Mr. Herman Brimmer,and 
Hon. William Cooper, E{q;: 
Be a Committee to wait upon: Benjamix. Hichborn, Efq; and? te 
; defire 2 Copy of the Oration for the Prefs. sAtteft, 
= William Cooper; Town-Clerk.. 


GENTLEMEN t 
LWAYS efteeming myfelf.a fervant of the Town, F can- 
not fo far gratify my own withes as to refufe a compli- 
| ance with their requeft. 
eos. BENJAMIN HICHBORN, 
March 7th, 1777. 
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FRIENDS. and) COUNTRYMEN! 


EAVING.- apologies for my inability: to-a& the part Iam: 
to take, in this day’s folemnity, to thefe who might haye. 
remedied the evil by a more fuitable appointment——_ 

Lfhall offer my fentiments: upon: the fubject with. the. fame ae: 
dom. that Vconceived them.—. | 


The advantages of focial Life, are. the refulr of ‘fich evident: 
neceflity, fo -extenfively: diffulive and uniterfally felt, that all : 
Mankind. will readily acknowledge their: exiftence: without the: 
hee: of. metaphyfics »or —— : 


‘The right that every individual has to reafon freely upom the: 
- nature of that government he is called to fubmit to, having nature- 
for its fource, is no lefs obvious and perceptable—and hence as 2° 
neceflary foundation for the exercife of this right, I define civil li-- 
berty to be, not “a government by Jaws” made agreeable to char- - 
ters, bills of rights or compatts,but a power exifting in the people: 
at large at any time,for any-caufe, or for no caufe,but theirown fo- - 
_ -yereign pleafure, to alter or annihilate both the mode and effence : 
ny former government, and adopta new one in its ttead. 

Pte 
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“Blasiows suistaliteaiahase upon this broad- bats: Of civil liberty, 


founded on natural’ St gf we will unawed by the ff franding armies 


of any tyrants, toolgga#® or monarchs, deliberate freely upon the 
nature of their inftitutions, and: their dangerous tendency to the 
rights ‘of man. ¢ 


Every military force mutt neceflarily imply a right of exerci- e 
fing an arbitrary. power, fo far as refpects the objects. againft 
which it is to be direfted; and what will be the objects againft 
which it will be in conftant exercife i in proportion to its extent, 


‘we miay colle&t from the experience of Ages, and the ‘well- 3 


known fource of human actions. 


The page of hittory feldom groans wich the phisiides of ok 
kind, but we may trace the fource of their unhappinefs to this 
engine of oppreflion. 


Projected in. the blackett jriptapibicc ce the Kak mind, and 


' fupported by ambition and a luft of unbounded fway, this: armed 
monfier hath fpread havock and mifery throughout the world— 


We find the bloody. traces of its footftéps through al! the ruins of 
greatnefs and. freedom, either in ancient or modern times: the 
mot free and “opulent cities of the world, by conniving at its 


birth, have at latt fallen ‘a prey to its relentlefs fury. £ 
\ ; 4 Whiie 


“.* The petty + bine sa princes who have railed choir armies as a : peafant would re game cocks, . 


and fent them to market for a price, are in the moft infamous fenfe ef the word, tools. 


Pififtratus of Athens, Dyonifius of Syracufe, and Cxfar of Rome, furnifi a few among num. 
berlefe exam ples that Riffory: affords. = 2 8 Pe ; 


~ 
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While we. are, raviflied with the. palitenets, wifdom and great- 
nefs of the Grecian ftates, we can fearce believe that the producti- 
ons of: Sach art, refinement and: ‘learning, ever be fubdued ~ = 

by a power: that. never could have srept into life, but. through the ° 
channel of their indulgence. Be 


"Bat alas.! their fate remains 4. ftanding Monument of this- 
truth, that freedom. at fufference is a folacifm i in: politics. - 


To ‘avoid the pain that humanity niult fuffer, upon finding < 
fo few inftances of virtue that have been proof againft the temp- © 
tations to profitate a delegated power——I am inclined to think—. 
that the great. Founver of focietics has caufed the Curse of: ° ee 
infatuating ambition ‘and relentlefs cruelty:to be entailed on thofe s 
whofe'van anity may lead. them to-aflume Ais. prerogative: among 
any, of his people as’ “they are cantoned about in the world, and » 
to prevent ; mankind from, paying that adoration and refpect to” 
the moft dignified mortal, which is due only. to. infinite wi ifdom and. 
goodnefs in the diréAion of Almighty preers and therefore. ee. he: 
alone i is ft to bea Monarcn.. 


Were’ we ‘to traverfe the whole field of human tranfactions, and 
expeat any ‘where to find an exemption from this general charge, 
we fhould ‘moft naturally fix our eyes upon the Romans—But. 
how mortified do we find ourfelves by the furvey ? _ 


At the very time this people were moft famed for their virtue 
and greatnefs,—while they were regaling themfelyes with luxu- 
: Sea . 


rious,eafe in the lap of freedom—the provinces they obtained by 
fraud and violence. were fuffering under every fpecies of the vileft 
fervitude, and madeijito contribute to that very eafe and luxury 
at the difcretion of the moft mercilefs unfeeling ‘tafk-mafters. 


But they themfelves, by the ‘fame tools they had armed to 
execute their bloody purpofes, in their turn, became the fubjects 


_ of the fame kind of oppreffion they fo liberally dealt out to others, 
and ftand recorded in hiftory equal monuments of the greatnefe 
and depravity of human nature. 


"Taught by the experience of fotmer ages—that general at 


the head of an armed force would ever make himfelf fuperior te 

the laws, Europe for feveral centuries raifed effetual barriers: 
againft the danger (and may fay the poffibility) of their ufur- 

pations—for the tenure * of their lands though they acknowledge 

a fuperior lord, was upon conditiens fo abhorrent to the idea of 
ftanding armies, that it offered at once both a promife aise a 
pledge againft them. 


But to convince us that no human inftitutions can infure per- 
manent felicity to mankind ;—/ecurity, the offspring of eafe and 
freedom, opened the door for one enterprifing ufurper after ano- 
ther, f till the inhabitants of the whole eaftern world had @ut 


‘Tittle left of the property of their {pecies but what they poffeffed 


in their bape. da 
Strange 


* The feudal tenure. 


4 Charles VIL and Lewis XT of France having fet the example, all the anid heads in Eu- 
"ror. feon followed it. 


AN 


Strange Metamorphofis !—But ‘is it not -much ‘ftranger Rill, to: 
fee"thefe pitable wretches ftript of every enjoyment that can render _ 
life a bleffing, meanly courting favour of protection from the tyrants 
who enflaved them,and cally miftaken the chains iepived for = 

_ Oey mature ?. 


The formalities of a free oF ite ais of a defpotic Sane saa ah 
modern writer) have often fubfided.together.—Britain, ,furnifhes a 
moft unhappy examplejof’, this fhocking. truth :—As if the, relith o£ 
liberty was pampeyed to make flavery itfelf niore intolerably loath- 
“fome, they feel all the mortifying cofifequences ‘Of the: Bafet fervi- 
tude, and are left to confole themfélves with this Confideration, that 

the-weight of their grievances can‘never be éncreafed, while%they are 
complimented, or rather tantalized with the-name of - Free men! Thefe 
are fome of the glorious effects of ftanding armies among. Soreign 
nations. Let us now confider their confequences in that part o of, ths 
world, in whofe affairs we take a more interefting part. Fas 


‘It is eafy to éondeive that thofe: men’ who would asetiwiods 
make ufe of every artifice and violence to reduce the very people to 
_ whofe generofity they were indebted for their {plendor, wealth and | 
" gteatnefs, to a ftate of vaffalage, would never hefirate to take their 
conquetts as exten five as their power,—they can feel the influence. of 
no law but that of the fword, and therefore (whateyer may be theic 
pretentions) you will in every cafe find them ultimately. make an 
appeal to its peeecos, 


If fuch are the governors what muft the people be >. oat 
been robbed of liberty themfelves, without the fainteft ftruggle 
B Sees ee 
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i its defenee, * they¥are juft fit’ aie ands: the infirarg cate: of 


" wrelting’ic Frora behienee iy oe : " 


yrey ae TOR ans 4 +s a 


How can. we ee that they who. know seine of the happinels 


: of freedom themfelves thould feel any reluctance at reducing all 


mankind to their own difgraceful fituation? Indeed the reverfe is 
tiute, for’we generally find'them taking an wnnatural pleafure, in 
ftriping others ‘of the nobleft*ornaments and gifts of nature to: coun- 


tenance their own pad ng - wretchednefs — 
7 


Cp itDis 


3 * stifling farce: sl calages aon the. queftion . of right in parlia- 
ment, was all the previous parade that was thought neceffary to the 
introduction of a ftanding army, with all the - sane of . war inte 
the honele. of our country. ae ; 


47% ‘is heatet to recount the various chides. to hoftilities, the 
fatal day we now ‘commemorate, opened a fcene that filled esery 
honeft mind with indigfation, and every tender Keart with diftrefs. “5 
ole is impoflible for onyewo were pot witnefles of that. fhock 
ing. event, to conceive the terrors of that dreadful night, and they 
who were mutt have images. of horror;upon the mind they neves 
ean communicate.) {x5 4 e ees =o 


Abe Yariety. ¢ of contendiag paflions that once fall upon and 
diftract ihe mind, “upon t ihe arcival - cen an. imparkati cris, cam 
mever be realifed but once. ee To 


* The murder of two or three people in St. biacet fields, teers to be alt the 


: areal attending: the death and burial of Britith liberty. 


ae . Quis ralia fande, 
Napeanid tonic, dolopumve, aut duri miles uly fei, 


Femperet a lackrymis., Vircrs. 
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To fee the peaceful inhabitants of a city, deliberately murdered. 
‘by the very men, who in pretence, were fupported for their protec-.. 
¢ -tion—to hear the piercing groans, to ‘fee the mangled » bodies and. 
, _ ghaftly vifages of the dying and thé dead—to hear the thrieks and . 
cries of the timid, with the promifcuous, mingling horrid found of 


~~ arms, execrations and vengeance, produced a {cene.of confufion and. . 
wretchednefs fo complicated and compleat, that the ‘aheees of the: 
-Sicheft language muft ever fail in defcribing it. * i 


The eye of pity is yet called to dropa tear at the fufferings, and par - 

_ triotifm to pour the balm of charity over the wounds of half-mur- : 

dered citizens, draging out a maiferable life, and frefh bleeding with - 
the blows aimed at our country. 


“We could dwell with a melancholly pleafure on this fad Cataftro- _ 
phy, did not a more ample field of en bloodfhed and. rere 
“demand our attention.- 


- The palpable abfurdity of ue ufe of the name of a king, to 

give a fanGtion to thofe very operations which were carrying on 
againft him, has been fo fenfibly felt, through all ranks of men, that . 
we have not yet altogether got rid of its difagreeable effects. 


4nd I muft confefs I fhould blufh at the ludicrous figure in which 
this part of our hiftory muft exhibit to view in future time, were 
we not countenanced by the fame, or more ftrikiag inconfiftencies a) 
which are to be found attendant (and perhaps neceflarily fo) upon . 
all important revolutions. | : We 


ri * Non, mihi fi linguz centum fint, oraque centum, 
' 
Ferrea vox, omnes {cclerum comprendere formas 


eet Ser apmarenrane ememensteeemsotianeammatmemel Tc VIRGIL \ 
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serie ean’ ‘edfity’ conceive a ‘mixture of piepinnes and fear, that will. 
excite fuch awful ideas of the perfon, to whom we have been taught | 
from our “eradles, to annex the f properties ‘ofa moft gracious Sovereign, 
m oft Sacred majefty, and a train of fach godlike attributes, as would 
make us feel confcious oF a degree of impiety, in calling a villain by 
his proper Lele while fhrouded ‘under this garb of Pay. 


‘Bot j it is execolicghe Seas to view the influence of this chimes 
rical divinity in thofe who are made the immediate tools of fuppert- 
ing it—they will tell you it is'4 tafk mot ungrateful to men of their 
fenfibility and refinement; to be made the finftraments : of fending fire 
and death indifcriminately among the innocent, the helplcfs, and 
the fair—but they have fworn to be faithful to their fovereign, and 
Ee were.they ordered to fcale the walls of the. new nL JR Hey 

fhould not dare. to decline the impious attempt, Gea 


Were jt not for this ridiculous faith in the ‘omnipotence of the 
tyrant whom they ferve, we muft fuppofe them fools or madmen z 
—Indeed that very faith would juttify the. charge. of extreme mad~. 
nefs and folly againft all mankind who had not. been nurtured im 
this cradle of. infatuation. 


ns 


Were it not for the indulgence that a generous nina will always 


fliew tothe weaknefs and prejudices of the wort of men, many 
whom the chance of war has thrown into ovr hands muft have fele- 
the feverity and contempt of a juitly enraged people, while they with 
a all their vanity and oftentation remain the wnburt objects of our ite 


It is furely rather a fubjeét of merry ridicule than deferving of 
ferious refcatment, to fee many of this kind of gentry affecting to _ 
deny 


’ 


~ 
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: deriy: the, charaéter. of prifoners,.and> attributing: that) indulgence- 


which, is. the. effe&. of unparelled generofity, to. the mean motives 
of fear—but we will.let.them know, that they, cannot provoke-us~ 
even tojuftice in the line of puni/bment—and we leave them: to their’. 
own confciences ‘and, the‘impartial cenfures of furrounding nations, : 
to make fome; returns for. the,unexampled. cruelties: that many of 


_ our friends have fuffered from their barbarous hands ; * in lieu of 


that feverity; which however juft, humanity fhudders to infli@. But’ 
we cannot think it ftrange to‘find, people in the fubordinate depart- 
ments of life, influenced by fuch ridiculous notions, while their ~ 


; haughty matters feem to Jabour under the misfortune of — fame 


infatuation. 


Slaves always rate the confequence of thofe they ferve, by the 
treatment they receive from them, and wonder that others do not 
feel the ea gk of the fame importance. 


To call men of diftinguifhed rank in any government, Knaves, 
Fools and Scoundrels, however they may deferve it, is efteemed nei- 
ther polite. #r decent :—I am therefore at a lofs for names 

, while 
_* Capt. Fobrfon and his crew, the prifoners wi general at Mw-York and Halifax, , 
Mr. Lovell and many others in Boffon, are’ ‘inftances fufficient to deftroy’ the little - 
credit they ever had for humanity—and the’ fufferings of fometo which I have myfelf - 


been a witnefs, expofed to all the inconveniencies and hazards of a’ languithing dif-_ 
eafe ig confiaement on fhip board, in view of the perfoss and habitations of their 


_neareft friends and a fympathizing parent turned over the fide with reproaches for at- 
tempting to {peak to his fick, fuffering, dying child, mnft give the characters of the 
polite, fenfible, humane Admiral Graves, and his nephew Sam, a ftamp of infamy, 
which the power ef time can never meipe away. 


14 Ax OR A TION. 


while Iam deferibing the asalis of my counigaceeihd without de= 
ferving thefe reproachful appellations, could have conceived the horrid 
with of decking:his crown, with the idle plume of foreign empire at, 
the expence of the peace, wealth and very being of a nation ? And 

who but a pompous blockhead, in the execution of this impious de- 
fign could expeé& to conquer a hardy, virtuous fet of men, by in- 

effectual threats and empty promiffes, contained in a fet of procla- 

mations he wanted either courage or power to difperfe among the 

people they were defigned to.fubdue? * 


Poffibly they may conceive the length of their mafter’s purfe at 
the rate of thirty crowns a man, to be equal to all the armed force 
of Europe, and therefore-they fhould be able ultimately to effect 
that by the point of the bayonet which they rather wifare, than 
expected to obtain on any other terms. 


Here let us paufe, ‘and for the honor of our {pecies, give a mo- 
ment to reflection upon this fhocking idea ! is it poffible that any 
of the race of .man, fhould be fo loft to a fenfe of the rights of na- 
ture and the dignity of their rank in the chain of beings, as to fuf-. 
_ fer themfelves (like the horfes which they ride) to be tutored to the 

field of war, to have a price fet upon their lives which their mafters 
will receive, and then be fold into the fervice of luff, ambition and 
avarice, and become the tools of ‘eternal war againft the lives, the 


propertics and freedom of the reft of mankind. = 
ut 


#® The Generals, Gage and Howe, have been playing this — game ever fince 
~ they have been inthe country, 


at 


| # See accounts of their proceedings in the Jerfiesjaad 
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_ ~ Burthanks to heaven !. this black combination of paffions fupported 
by the unmafked-tyrant of Britain with all the mecenary forces. of © 


his powerful and extenfive allies, have hitherto proved | unfuccefsful 


| and I troft i in God they ever will) in every effort to contaminate the 


only column of free air in both bem i/pheres— however, one advantage 
we derive from their dpen attempts, which is to expe& no fecurity 


for ourfelves -butin their ruin—deliberate murders, indifcriminate — 
plunder ‘and the moft barbarous violence upon the delicacy and vir- 
tue of the fair, have‘ seat the few sata of imaginary conqueft 
they have trod. * | 3 


_ Methinks I {ee the tender patent frantic with rage, aii: hofts 
of ruffians armed, and courting death in-every difmal form, rather 
than live the witnefs of his daughters fhame—ah | hear the fhrieks 
of virgin innocence calling i in vain for fuccour from that arm which 
oft defended her ! but fee the belplefs victim of their brutifh luft, 
in wild defpair wringing her guiltlei bands, with looks to heaven, 
as if, without a crime, fhe had loft her only tide to thofe pure 
abodes! where is the coward heart that does not beat, to arms: and 


glow with unufual ardour for revenge! 4 


Where are friends to reconciliation, with thefe foes to virtue 2 . 


They will tell us their power is fermidable, and it is wife to. accom- 
modate ourfelves to the requifitions of faperior force—-as foon Vd 


: tamper with: the oe of hell ! for 


MTs the worft of flavery ° » 
<< Tamely to bend our necks beneath the yoke 
_* And fuffer fraud to talk us out of freedom.” 


Jy book caken at Trenton, 


general orders in the orders 


ore ea xe 


‘They with to footh but to deftroy iis ; and if this fale antfice of 


tyrants fhould fucceed, we well deferve the ruin it enfures’: they 
never afk for what they can ; demand and impotence alone prevents a 
general carnage cae ae p 
Does courage want a ftimulous in the defence of virtues; let us 
caft our eyes on the example oF our illuftrious General ;—equally-be- | 


yond the reach of calumny and encomium,, the ‘stage of flander 


has never dared to attack him, while the ableft. panegerift muft bluth 
when he is attempting to give him ba if the ceulogiums which are his 


due. 


“The generous facrifice he ‘6 made of private fnterelt, ‘domeftic 
felicity, and all the confequent refined enjoyments of focial life to 
the exigencies of his co in the field of war—the cheerfulnefs 
with which be has He the hardthips, anxieties and difap- 
pointments of two important campaigns, againft a formidable body 
of well-difciplined veterans, with an army compofed of men differ- 


ent in their manners, and unufed to the difcipline of a camp, with- 


out exciting the fmalleft jealoufies in the crviL PewER on the one 
hand, or giving occafion for the fainteft murmurs among his /oldiers 


on the other.—And finally when his enemies were at the zenith of | 


their glory, and in imagination, already in poffeflion of a conquered 


world ;—with the remnant of bis expiring army, to refame the field, 


and with ¢his handful of his chofen followers, difperfe, deftrey or cap~ 
tivate whole hofts of foes, muft excite fentiments of affection, grati- 
tude and eftecm, that border upon adoration. © 

| Did 


al 
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‘Did nota life of the mot difintered patriotifm and unremitted 
1 in the caule of virtue and of mankind, point him out as an 
exception to the charge we have fo fully fupported againft all who 


Jived before him? I fhould dread more from the virtues of this. 


: as man, than from all the ftanding armies in the world. 


But fo full a confidence do I poffefs in his inviolable attachment 
to the rights of humanity and the caufe of freedom, that in fome 
future emergencies of the ftate—(produced perhaps by the fhifting 
-- fortiine of war)—to his inftinétive goodnefs and excentric opera~ 
~ tions, I would moft cheerfully commit fupreme command. 


Re 


‘die witl explain’ my y (eoriments upow' this fubject, by thofe .of a 
“friend, in-his own words. — 


© °Tis belt that reafon govern man, 
meacerd “Tis calm, deliberate, wile, 
= Yet paffions were not given in vain, 
<. Here then the difference lies. 


| _ Reafan, tho’ fure, too flow ‘is found 
= In great emergencies, 

we While pa/ion inftant feels the wound, 

ok os quick the cure applies. 


Yet that mut nor-dife ‘bounds santo 


oe But move at reafon’s nod, ee 
a CG Submis 
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| Submit at laft to her decrees 

‘And own her for the Gop. 

Twas ‘hae eat fynod ob Tg land, a 
The reafoning power of fta the 


Gave WasHINGTON ficuie command 
And made his orders fate. 


Yer as necefity inp sa + eis ot 
The ftep—when that is pat igi 
The Senate fhall refume the field OO a3 
And reign fupreme at laft.” ae 
In the fupport of fuch a caufi é&ed by fuch a leader, who 


would think his life too d 


from the power he withes to’ deftro “ie ute us my friends! devi 
mined to maintain. our facred rights or petith i in the attempt, * with 
vigoer urge the war, ao. on our | foe where'er we meet them, 


ai hed 


from ti this moment 


